Dear New Member,

Welcome to Clann Tartan!  Whether you are an experienced re-enactor or someone who is new to Living History, we want you to have fun and feel like family with us!

Now that we have your dues, what happens next?

To be an active, participating member of the community, there are various things you will learn and want to accomplish.  You will wish to develop appropriate costume, develop a story about who you are and why you are in our military camp, and learn your way around our various camp activities—cooking, building fires, setting up tents, and so forth.

This sounds intimidating, but there are members who are anxious to teach you and help you with all these things.  Being properly dressed, able to participate, and knowledgeable about what we are doing is most of the fun, and it’s worth putting a little effort in.

There are a variety of activities that can help you learn how to participate in Clann events.  Please come to these as often as you can—it’s a great way to get to know people and to be a part of things.

First is Monthly Drill, held on the Third Saturday of the month.  This is a weapons drill for pike or musket.  We do encourage all females to try at weapons at least once.  This gives you the experience to explain to spectators what is happening during a demonstration.  Also, some women like the masculine activities of our period so much that they adopt a male persona and dress for at least some of our events.

We also have a Camp Drill once a month.  This is a sort of a school, or at least a study hall, for non-military camp things.  Members can bring a sewing project, a question, a personal history story to flesh out, or whatever they like.  We try always to have senior members in attendance to field questions, help out, or maybe conduct a workshop from time to time.

It is also our hope to have regular Sword Drill for members who wish to become more proficient with the sword.  In our period, guns were slow and cumbersome to load, and swords were still essential for close-quarters combat. 

Last, but certainly not least, is weekly Dance Practice.  Period dancing is easy and fun, and those of us who can come look forward to it!

The various things that participants should know how to do are organized into Levels of Muster.  To “pass muster” in something is to show that you can do it.  The first level of muster is just showing intention to participate—you have done this already by inquiring and becoming a member.  Congratulations!  The second level involves a number of basic skills like fire-starting, being able to clothe yourself in period dress, and passing a simple quiz about the period and people we portray.  The various activities involved in different levels of muster are given in the attached list.  There are third and fourth levels as well, with more advanced skills.  Again, please do not be intimidated; not everybody will muster in everything or wish to, and many of them are not essential to full participation in camp life.

You may pass muster by performing an activity in front of a qualified person.  Be sure that the Quartermaster is informed; he is the official Keeper of the List, and you want to get credit for what you can do!  Also, once or twice a year we have an official Clann Muster event; this is an occasion for everyone to get together for formal clases.  In the summer, we camp.  It’s just us, and it’s a good place to learn a lot about camp life if you’ve never been to a camping event.

You will start receiving our newsletter.  It will have announcements about meetings and events.  Do please look at it so that you will know what is coming up.

In conclusion, welcome again.  We are glad to have you and we all hope to know you better.  We look forward to seeing you often!

Sincerely,

The Clann

