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Clann Tartan
Colonel Gaffney’s Regiment

A Non-profit Scottish Living History Group

www.clanntartan.org



Dear Friends,

Welcome to Clann Tartan!  Like most new members you are probably trying to figure out where to start.   I would like to share with you some of the things that really helped us over that hurdle and tell you about some of the advice that was shared with us.


Getting started can seem pretty difficult, especially if you haven’t done anything like this before.  It can be quite unnerving to go to an event with new people and be expected to be you, playing a character, which you probably haven’t developed yet. The best advice I can give you is “don’t worry about it”…your character will emerge naturally with a little thought and interaction at events. 

I found it easiest to start to develop my character and role from my “real life” interests and experiences.  It has gives me a more solid footing when I started to participate in events and has added depth to my character.  You’ll be surprised how much you can apply from a wide variety of past experiences that will be useful in some way.  Keep in mind, it’s “living history” and we all have experience in the “living “ part!

I know that before our first event, my husband and I were not really quite sure what we were getting into, or if we’d really like it.  But, as things have turned out, we love it, even though at times we still are unsure exactly what to expect next. Just like the real thing, life in Clann Tartan keeps changing and providing interesting and challenging experiences. 

In short, there seemed to be two categories of roadblocks to feeling comfortable enough to venture forward.  One is  “people” and the other is “stuff”.  

Let’s talk about people first.  Many of us find it somewhat uncomfortable, to downright painful to enter a big group without knowing anyone.   

If you don’t know anyone in Clann, or the person who introduced you seems to have disappeared and you’d like a guide/mentor, just ask a staff member and they will gladly help you find one.  Many Clann members enjoy helping new members get started and are often eager to share their experiences and knowledge.  They’ll help you meet other members too. 

If you find yourself at an event not knowing what to do or feeling outside what’s happening, go ask the Head Campfollower or the Cook, what needs to be done and how you can help.   Members of the Company can always go ask an officer to be assigned a duty.  There’s always something that needs to be done and it’ll put you into the action, keep your character busy and give you a chance to start to interact with others.  In the evenings, don’t be shy about join others around the campfires there’s always a flow of people stopping for visits around camp and your company is welcome.  

There are a number of other kinds of opportunities for you to get to know other people.  Here are a few:

· Check out the Guilds and Groups.  Currently, Clann Tartan has a number of Guilds and Groups that meet together to learn new skills and share information.  You don’t have to know anything at all to come.  If you have any interest or just want to know a little so you don'’ feel so “new”, please come.  Of course, if you have experience or skills in an area we’ll be really happy to learn from you.  Currently, Clann has a Sword Guild (sword and quarter staff techniques), a Fiber Guild (spinning, dyeing, weaving), a Dance Guild and a Musicians Guild.  

· There’s “night at the pub” which occurs the Third Thursday at 7pm  (lately at Molly Quinn’s on Lake and 43rd) it’s a casual get-together, with eating, a few beverages and lots of chat about all kinds of stuff.  We’re generally the noisy group with bonnets on that look as though we are having a great time…because we are!

· Pike Drill, which is held on the third Sunday of the month at the Captain’s house, is another good way to learn stuff and get to know people.  We hold drill in camp on those third Sundays when we have an event.  Learning to do the pike drill without an audience is a more comfortable way to do it for a lot of folks. 

· Newly added to happenings in Clann Tartan is the Tartan Jam. Join other Clann folks for informal music- making on first and fourth Sundays at the Captains House, 7- 9:00 pm.  No musical talent is necessary, just enthusiasm.  You can call Jamie or Melissa at 612-754-3242.  This is another event that only happens when we aren’t encamped somewhere.

Now, on to “stuff”, the other getting started category.  First, you’ll need to start to learn about what’s “period” for Clann Tartan.  Try to avoid making assumptions about what is “period”.   Most of us have from years of movies and television a very unrealistic and jumbled view of what life was like 370 years ago.  Don’t be put off if you make some mistakes at first, everybody has made them (even the person who informs you with a tone of authority that the cool pin you added to your clothes isn’t “period”).   To avoid this, as much as possible, start by getting a copy of the manual and reading it.  It can be very frustrating if your errors are in clothing styles, fabric since those are time consuming to make and can be costly.  Clann has a number of experts in costuming, so talk to them first.  There are also people with clothing that can be borrowed to get you going while your own things develop.  

You’ll need period clothes, a wooden bowl, eating utensils and a wooden or pottery mug, at a minimum. The Clann Tartan Manual has good lists and details on other equipment and items that soldiers and campfollowers would typically own.  A number of Clann members make period items like clothing, pottery, eating utensils, even if you don’t want to purchase right now, they’ll be happy to share information with you.

A mentor who’ll show you the stuff they use and share places to scrounge, buy and patterns to make items is very helpful in the beginning, be sure to ask for one, if you don’t have a friend to guide you.  Jamie and Melissa mentored us in the beginning.  When it snowed at the last event of our first season and we were able to snuggle under our sheep skin bed covering the size of a queen size bed and sleep comfortably, we were truly grateful for their coaching and shared expertise. We found that many more experienced members had clear areas of expertise and were more than happy to share information.  Ask around about whom to talk to about various things, other members will point you towards those with skills and knowledge in particular areas.   It’s always good to check the things you are told against the manual and to get more than one opinion, If the information doesn’t match what you’ve read or seems to be questionable, keep on getting opinions.  And don’t worry, Clann is full of opinions. 

However, don’t be surprised if you get information that doesn’t match.  There are on-going debates regarding the historical accuracy of a great variety of things, from potatoes to imported dyestuff.  Those debates are what keep the Clann Tartan history buffs happy and the research flowing in about our time period in the Highlands of Scotland.  Keep in mind that people are attracted to Clann Tartan for a wide variety of reasons and are more, or less, interested in detailed historical accuracy.   However, we are doing “living history” and therefore need to strive for a good measure of accuracy whenever possible.  Remember, historically accurate details go a long way toward creating a clear picture of life in the year 1630.   They provide the realism and flavor necessary for both the audience and portrayer to immerse themselves in the experience.  

Well, I hope this gives you a little help while getting started in Clann Tartan.  Please feel free to call any of the Staff or Board if you have questions or would like a mentor to help you get going.   We are glad to have you join us.   

Sincerely,

Sandy Borrmann

Clann Tartan Secretary 

PMB 14698 ( Minneapolis, MN  55414


